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Blessed with incredible natural bounty and beauty, South 
Carolina’s natural resources are essential for economic 
development and contribute nearly $30 billion and 230,000 
jobs to the state’s economy, according to a recently completed 
study. 

The 2009 study, “Underappreciated Assets: The Economic 
Impact of South Carolina’s Natural Resources” by the 
University of South Carolina Moore School of Business, 
finds that well-managed natural resources are essential for 
economic development. The Moore School study documents 
that economic activities tied to South Carolina’s natural 
resources base (excluding agriculture) sustain $30 billion in 
annual value for the state and support 230,000 jobs. 

“While it is hard to put a value on all the ways natural 
resources contribute to South Carolina’s economic 
development, it can be clearly shown that they support 
thousands of jobs, millions in income, and a permanent base 
for economic development that should last forever,” said Dr. 
Douglas P. Woodward and Dr. Paulo Guimaraes, economist in 
the school’s Division of Research who conducted the study. 

“This economic impact study identifies how critical natural 
resources are to our State’s economy and standard of living. 
It is incumbent on all of our citizens to realize the important 
part they can play in maintaining, protecting, and enhancing 
our forests, lakes and fields. The responsibility for good 
management lies not only with our various agencies and 
businesses but is even more dependent on the individual. 

This is where we live and these are the assets we should 
protect for the benefit of our present and future generations,” 
added Emmett I. Davis, chairman, South Carolina Natural 
Resources Society. 

This comprehensive report is the first of its kind and 
documents the economic impact of activities dependent 
on our natural resources, such as wildlife related outdoor 
recreation (i.e. hunting, fishing, boating, wildlife watching), 
resource based tourism, forestry, mining, boat manufacturing 
and commercial fishing. Research results reveal an 
astonishing impact on sustained employment and the state’s 
economy. 

Access to abundant recreation opportunities and natural 
assets plays an important role in economic growth and quality 
of life at the local, regional and state levels, so protection 
and enhancement of our natural resources can and should 
be part of our overall economic development strategy,” said 
John Frampton, director of the S.C. Department of Natural 
Resources, which initiated the study. 

This article was taken from a news release prepared and 
distributed by the S.C. Department of Natural Resources and 
printed with permission by the agency. 

Photos courtesy of SCDNR 
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President Jim 
Barker, Mrs. 
Marcia Barker, 
State FFA 
President Kerry 
Lee Cox, State 
Vice President 
Emmanuel 
Bankston and 
Dr. Tom R. Scott. 


President Jim 
Barker with 
Kerry Lee 
Cox and Mrs. 
Barker in the 
Presidents 
Box. 


Dr. Thomas R. Scott, a professor in the Animal and Veterinary Sciences Department at 
Clemson University, has been named interim dean of the College of Agriculture, Forestry 
and Life Sciences. He will also serve as interim associate vice president for Public Service 


and Agriculture. 


“Dr. Scott has had a distinguished career at Clemson and has served the institution in 
many capacities, including four years as director of the former School of Animal, Biomedical 
and Biological Sciences and, more recently, as chairman of the task force on administrative 
1 am confident he will continue his 
” she added. 


structure,” said Clemson Provost Doris Helms. “ 


commitment to the college and university as he steps into this leadership roll, 
A graduate of Louisiana State University, Dr. Scott earned a BS degree in zoology and 
a master’s degree in poultry science. He received his Ph.D. in poultry science from the 


University of Georgia. 


Scott Named Interim Dean at Clemson 


Hundreds of FFA members, advisors, parents and 
other supporters from throughout South Carolina, 
participated in Clemson University’s College of 
Agriculture, Forestry and Life Sciences Ag Tailgate 
on September 19, 2009, which was designated FFA 
Day in recognition of the hundreds of outstanding 
agricultural education students in attendance for the 
event and the Clemson-Boston College football game. 

The event, staged in the Fike Recreation Center on 
the Clemson campus, was co-sponsored by the Office 
of the Dean of Agriculture, Forestry and Life Sciences; 
University Agricultural Alumni Board of 
Directors and a number of major private financial 
contributors. Attractive and informative departmental 
and club displays highlighted the agriculture and 
natural resource majors available at Clemson. Dr. Tom 
Scott, Dean of the College of Agriculture, Forestry and 
Life Sciences, joined Clemson President Jim Barker 
and Mrs. Barker in welcoming the students and guests 
to Clemson University. 

State FFA President Kerry Lee Cox of Latta and 
State Vice President Emanuel Bankston of Beaufort, 
presented the Barkers a beautiful gift basket of 
agricultural products and a container of fresh, tasty 
peaches on behalf of McLeod Farms of McBee, 
SC; the College of Agriculture, Forestry and Life 
Sciences and the SC FFA Association. Participants in 
the standing-room only event enjoyed an early lunch 
prior to the noon kick-off of the football game in 
Memorial Stadium. 

Kerry Lee Cox joined John W. Parris, state director 
of public affairs with the SC FFA organization, in the 
President’s Box hosted by President and Mrs. Barker 
during the football game. 


Clemson 


Hugh Bland of Edgefield has been named director of the new 
Diversified Agriculture Program at Piedmont Technical College’s 
satellite campus in Saluda, SC. 

“This program is designed to educate young people through a 
two-year diverse agricultural curriculum,” Bland said. “Many of 
our students will transfer to Clemson University, the University of 
Georgia or Abraham Baldwin Agricultural College after successfully 
completing their educational experience here,” he added. 

Students from throughout South Carolina are expected to enroll 
in this “first of a kind” agricultural education program according to 
Piedmont Technical College officials. 

Mr. Bland, recently retired Agricultural Education instructor at 
the Strom Thurmond Technology Center in Edgefield County and 
a graduate of Clemson University, is recognized as one of South 
Carolina’s most outstanding agricultural educators and FFA advisors. 


He brings a wealth of scientific knowledge and practical experience 
to this new and exciting Agricultural Education Program. 

High school agricultural educators, guidance counselors or FFA 
members interested in receiving additional information or admission 
application forms should contact Mr. Bland at 864-445-3144 or at 
bland. h@ptc.edu. 


Hugh Bland (left) joins Piedmont Technical College 
President L. Roy Brooks and William Whitfield, Piedmont 
Tech Area Commission Chairman, at the dedication 

ceremony for the Saluda County Center. 


TY CEN 


Hugh Bland (standing) observes Saluda FFA 
members as they check out the computers in one of 
the Agricultural Education laboratories following the 

dedication and ribbon cutting ceremony. 


Hugh Bland at the Saluda 
County Center Welcome Sign 


Lawson Named State Director of USDA 
Farm Service Agency In SC 


Dr. Laurie C. Lawson of Darlington, SC, is the new state executive director of the USDA 
Farm Service Agency in South Carolina. He returns to his role as state executive director of 
the agency after having served in the position during the Clinton Administration. 

He served as chairman of the SC Agriculture Commission from 1979-1987 where he 
represented Governor Richard W. Riley as an advocate for rural South Carolina on a national 
level. In addition to his successful career in public service, Dr. Lawson managed his family 
farm for many years which has been in operation since 1834. He has more than 50 years of 
experience in rural and agricultural issues in South Carolina. 

Dr. Lawson has served as Assistant to the Vice President for Public Service and Agriculture 
at Clemson University for eight years. 
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The first Carolina Foothills 
Heritage Fair held near Fair Play, 
SC, in Oconee County, October 
22-25, 2009, was a phenomenal 
success reports Gwen McPhail, 
Agricultural Education instructor 
at West Oak High School. Mrs. 
McPhail spearheaded planning 
efforts for nearly a year which 
included promotion and raising 
funds to bring the idea into 
fruition. 

The West Oak FFA Chapter 
and the West Oak Young Farmer 
and Agribusiness Association 
co-sponsored the old time 
country fair held on the 
extended campus of 
West Oak High School. 

Designed to 
spotlight the agrarian 
heritage of Oconee 
County while providing 
unique cultural and 
educational experiences 
for old and young alike. 
The four day event 
featured a midway with 
rides and attractions, 
arts and crafts, food, a petting zoo, 
livestock exhibits, a pumpkin patch, 
pony rides, gospel singing, bluegrass 
bands, and Carolina Marsh Tacky 
horses. An inspirational worship 
service known as Cowboy Church was 
held on Sunday morning. 

Agribusiness association members 
accepted the responsibility of 

securing financial support for the 
fair from individuals, businesses 
and organizations. In addition to the 
successful grassroots encouragement, 
the Oconee County Council offered its 
support of the fair by providing $24.500 from the ATAX Commission for promotional 
expenses and other needs. The fair was promoted in the newspapers, the internet, 
television, radio, magazines and special interest magazines. 

Mrs. McPhail praised the School District of Oconee County officials for authorizing 
the use of the West Oak High School property and Oconee County Council members 
for their financial support to make the event a success. She also singled out fellow 
Agricultural Educator Stanley Gibson, officers and members of the local Agribusiness 
Association and the FFA chapter, West Oak High School administrators, other 
government officials, financial contributors, exhibitors, media, public safety officials, 
performers and all others who worked so diligently to make the fair a pleasant reality. 

A local newspaper editorial summed up the success of the event with the following 
words: “The Carolina Foothills Heritage Fair can be a pivotal event in our quest to 
rekindle ‘community’ and introduce this generation to another aspect of family values. 
We are looking forward to the 2010 rendition.” 


West Oak FFA members Taylor Price (left), 
Chris Barker, Russ Sprague, Megan McJunkin, 
Justin Cartee and Wade Sheriff 


West Oak High School Agricultural Educators 
Gwen McPhail and Stanley Gibson 


> a, farm Sprouts In City 
‘TBs part of the green moven 


By Jeff Wilkinson, THE STATE, Columbia, SC 


Tucked away on a three-acre former vacant lot in Rosewood between an empty warehouse and an industrial laundry is 
an odd sight: an organic farm and fish hatchery. 

This is no backyard garden. It is a completely sustainable farm-within the city limits. 

From worm dirt up, architect Robbie McClam is creating a closed-loop system to grow microgreens, vegetables and, 
eventually, two-pound tilapia fish. 

And it’s all at 1005 Airport Blvd., within a stone’s throw from the runway at Jim Hamilton-L.B. Owens Airport, more 
commonly known as Owens Field. 

It’s not cliché to say that is a labor of love for McClam, 55, who is wrapping up his architectural career and returning to 
the earth. 

“The goal is not to make money. I just hope not to lose money,” he said, striding along rows of kale, carrots and a 
dozen other kinds of vegetables on the way to the compost heaps at back of the lot. 

“I’m doing it because I like it. Life is short. If you don’t find 
things you like to do, you are missing opportunities.” 

The outdoor system works like this: McClam uses waste 
from Columbia’s Blue Moon tree service to create compost, 
keeping it out of the landfill. 

The compost is used to control weeds, and to feed toughs 
of worms that produce “worm casings”, the clinical name for 
poop. 

The worm dirt, which packs a load of nutrients and can 
sell for up to $3 a pound, is used to fertilize the vegetables 
and herbs. The produce then will be sold to local markets and 
me restaurants. Any waste created at the farm goes back into the 
compost heaps. “And we can grow all yearround,” McClam 
said. But McClam, his son Eric, 23, and some helpful friends 
— are also planning an innovative greenhouse hatchery. 

One of Eric’s friends, David “Pres” Garrett, 24, who has 
a degree in biology from Wofford College explains: In a 75 
, foot-long tank, McClam plans to grow 2,500 to 3,000 tilapia 
fingerlings into market-ready, | % to 2 pound fish. 

The fish will create nitrates in the water. The water then 
will be filtered through beds of micro-greens, with the nitrates 
serving as a fertilizer. The micro-greens will be grown in beds 
hanging above the fish tank. “It’s kind of like bunk beds,” 
Garrett said, “watercress, Tomatoes. You can grow anything 
in it.” The filtered water is returned to the fish tank. No 
waste. For Eric McClam, one of four McClam children and a 
triplet, working on the urban farm is an odd career path. In 2008, he earned a master’s degree in architecture from Tulane 
University in New Orleans. 

In addition to raising and selling vegetables and fish, they want to show kids, particularly city kids, how a farm works. 

“Living in the city, you don’t really see where your foods comes from,” Eric McClam said 

But while rows of radishes, mustard greens, turnips and scallions are now growing in industrial Rosewood, it wouldn’t 
have been possible a year ago. 

It took a special exception from City Council to allow McClam to build the farm because zoning didn’t allow it. 

The Columbia Planning Commission has approved an ordinance that would allow such operations citywide. And it will 
likely pass the council. 

“We should embrace it,” Mayor Bob Coble said. “It’s part of the green movement. It produces food locally. Saves 
te, energy. And is a good way of protecting the environment.” 


Robbie McClam and his son Eric work on their 
three-acre farm in Rosewood, which uses sustainable 
methods for growing organic food. 


3 Photo credit: TIM DOMINICK/TDOMINICK@THE STATE.COM 


Agricultural 
Educators Attend 
Cooperative Conference 


Five Agricultural Education instructors from South Carolina 
were selected to attend the 2009 Cooperative Education 
Conference for Couples held at Pawleys Plantation Golf and 
Country Club near Pawleys Island, SC, June 26-28. Nestled 
among mature oaks, natural wetlands and salt marsh, Pawleys 
Plantation is a 582 acre golf resort offering guests a destination 
reminiscent of a Southern plantation. 

The teachers and their spouses who attended the conference 
were: Hugh and Melissa Bland of Edgefield; Calvert and Suzie 
Sherard of Abbeville; Ashli and Ashley Young of Kershaw; 
Tommy and Laurie Harmon of Lexington; and Melanie and 
Duane Birchmore of Laurens. Flint and Beverly Holbrook 
of Clover, parents of 2008-09 State FFA President K. Flint 
Holbrook, attended as a Host Couple. The Holbrooks had 
been selected for this honor by the participants at the 2008 
conference. The South Carolina teachers were joined by other 
couples from South Carolina, Georgia, North Carolina and 
Virginia. 

Couples had an opportunity to Jearn about different 
cooperative businesses, their economic and service benefits and 
how they differ from other corporations. The couples also had 
ample opportunity to visit with other couples and cooperative 
officials from throughout the Southeast during encounter 
sessions held between social functions. 

The conference was planned and coordinated by Marie 
Stiles, executive director of the SC Cooperative Council, in 


concert with council officials from Georgia and North Carolina. 


John W. Parris, state director of public affairs with the SC 


FFA Association and the FFA representative on the SC Council, 


nominated four of the Agricultural Educators to attend the 
conference. 


Flint and Beverly Holbrook (left), Tommy and Laurie 
Harmon, Hugh and Lisa Bland, Ashli and Ashley 
Young, Calvert and Suzie Sherard and Duane and 

Melanie Birchmore. 
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Alexander Participates In 
SC Apple Festival Event 


| 


State Senator Thomas Alexander of 
Westminster welcomes Christina Alexander 
to the SC Apple Festival Luncheon 


Christina Alexander, the new agricultural education 
instructor at Seneca High School, attended the SC Apple 
Festival Dignitaries Luncheon in Westminster, SC, on Friday, 


public affairs for Agricultural Education. The luncheon, held 
in the Westminster Baptist Church Social Hall, is a special 
project of the Westminster Rotary Club. 

Mrs. Alexander was welcomed to the festival by US 
Congressman and FFA alumnus Gresham Barrett, State 
Senator and FFA alumnus Thomas C. Alexander, State 
Representative William E. Sandifer and a number of other 
dignitaries. Representative Sandifer of Seneca, SC, introduced 
Christina at the luncheon and welcomed her to Seneca and 
Oconee County. 

Dick Mangrum, news director of the Golden Corner’s 
Radio Station, 96.3 FM, interviewed Mrs. Alexander prior 
to the luncheon. The interview was released for the station’s 
weekend news reports heard in portions of three states. She 
also met with a reporter from the Clemson-Seneca Daily 
Journal/Messenger newspaper to schedule an interview about 
her role as an agricultural educator at Seneca High School. 

Mrs. Alexander, a graduate of Clemson University with a 
BS degree, is pursuing a Master’s in Agricultural Education. 
While at Clemson, she made the Dean’s List and the 
President’s List for academic achievement. After graduation in 
December of 2007, she worked as a Research Associate with 
the Agricultural and Biological Engineering Department at 
Clemson University on a National Science Foundation grant 
to develop a biosystems technology curriculum for secondary 
school agricultural education departments in South Carolina. 
She also served as a summer intern with the USDA Natural 
Resources Conservation Service in 2005-06. 

The luncheon speaker was Michael Couick of Columbia, 
S.C., president and chief executive officer of the Electric 
Cooperatives of South Carolina. 
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Dr. Phinnize Fisher, Superintendent of the Greenville County Schools, 
was recognized at a press conference at Hillcrest High School on 
Wednesday, October 28, 2009, as the recipient of the Honorary American 
FFA Degree by the 507,000-member National FFA Organization. 

During the press conference, Hillcrest High School FFA President 
Wyatt Riddle said, “Dr. Fisher’s support of Agricultural Science and 
Technology Education is as appropriate today as any time in our history 
because Agribusiness is the number one industry in the state and nation 
and the need for adequately prepared agricultural professionals is on the 
increase.” 

State FFA Vice President Kelsey Bridges, who presented Dr. Fisher with 
the award, said it is the most prestigious recognition afforded a friend 
and supporter of the FFA at the national level. Miss Bridges reported 
that the Greenville County School District has the largest number of 
Agricultural Science and Technology programs of any district in South 
Carolina with more than ten percent of the total state enrollment in the 
program. 

Dr. Fisher called the award her ‘highest honor’ because it reflects 
on the outstanding agricultural science students and their 
teachers. “I am passionate about offering Agricultural Science 
and Technology courses to students. These courses bring 
education to a hands-on level and the FFA programs teach 
discipline and leadership which impacts the students lives in a 
positive manner,” she added. 

Steve Chamness, principal of Hillcrest High School, 
presided at the ceremony which was planned and coordinated 
by Susan Clarke, communications coordinator with the school 
district, and John W. Parris, state director of public affairs 
with the SC FFA organization, who nominated Dr. Fisher for 


Hillcrest High School Agricultural Educators David 
Brooks (left) and Clark Woods; FFA Chapter President 
Wyatt Riddle; Dr. Fisher; State FFA Vice President Kelsey 

Bridges and Agricultural Educator Mark Earle. 


Hillcrest FFA 
President Wyatt 
Riddle with 
Dr. Fisher and 
Kelsey Bridges, 
State FFA vice 
president, Clover, 
SC, following the 
press conference 


the award. 
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Bridges Visits Roper Mountain Science Center 


State FFA Vice President Kelsey Bridges was given a personal tour of the Roper 
Mountain Science Center near Greenville, SC, on Wednesday, October 28, 2009, following 
her participation in a press conference at Hillcrest High School honoring Greenville County 
School Superintendent Dr. Phinnize Fisher. 

The 62-acre Center is home to state-of-the-art classrooms and laboratories, a pioneer 
farm with live animals, nature trails, a planetarium and observatory, a 
rainforest, arboretum, a butterfly garden and an amphitheatre. 

The primary mission of the Center is to foster enhanced learning and 
growth opportunities through educational excellence and high quality 
instructional programs for students, teachers and the general public. 
Science enrichment programs are presented in an exciting and entertaining 
manner that makes learning fun. 

The Center is located at 402 Roper Mountain Road, Greenville, SC near 
the intersection of I-85 and I-385. For additional information call 
864-355-8900 or visit www.ropermountain.org. 

Pictured at left: Kelsey Bridges at the Environmental Science Center 
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2 Remembering H. C. Edens 


State FFA Camp Director 
for 58 Years 


Hiott Cothran (H.C.) Edens, 
a native of Pickens, SC, and 
a 1937 graduate of Clemson 
College, began a long and 
distinguished career as both an 
agricultural educator at Myrtle 
Beach High School and director 
of the Murrells Inlet FFA 
Leadership Camp. 

Mr. Edens continued to 
serve in these positions of 
leadership until the mid-1950’s 
when he moved to Little River, 
SC, to become the agricultural 
education instructor at Wampee-Little River High School and 
director of the new state-of-the-art FFA Leadership Center near 
Cherry Grove, a position he held until 1995. 

Under Mr. Edens’ leadership, the center became the focal point 
for summer recreation and leadership activities for FFA members 
throughout the state. A man who always emphasized love of God 
and Country, Edens worked diligently to ensure the camping 
experience for every FFA camper was filled with enjoyment, 
fellowship, educational events, new adventure and wholesome 
food. 

Retired agricultural education teacher Harry Dubose, who 
worked as a counselor at the Cherry Grove camp while in college, 
recalls Mr. Edens to be the first to rise, long before daylight. After 
reveille and the raising of the American flag ceremony, Mr. Edens 
led every camper in daily exercises as the morning sun arose over 
the camp. 

Before each camping season, Edens and his lovely wife would 
host a dinner for the season’s counselors, which would include a 
moment of prayer requesting God’s blessings on the upcoming 
camping program. 

A man of vision, Mr, Edens developed a well-rounded camping 
program that included leadership training, first aid, water safety 
and many other personal skills. Recreational opportunities 
included deep sea fishing, boating, soft ball, shuffle board, 
basketball, volley ball and other activities. Swimming in the waters 
of the Atlantic Ocean at the Cherry Grove FFA beach, a dance 
at the Future Homemakers camp near Ocean Drive, the talent 
competition and evening vesper services rounded out a wonderful 
week that FFA alumni will always remember. 

Among the most lasting impressions in the hearts of students 
who participated in the FFA camping program between 1937 and 
1995 was the man who made it all happen....Mr. H.C. Edens. 

As FFA campers left for home each week, Mr. Edens would 
stand outside his office and wave good bye. A big smile always 
punctuated his face because he knew he had made a positive 
impact on another group of agricultural education students. 

Well done, Mr. Edens! South Carolina FFA alumni of the 
twentieth century appreciate and vividly recall your dynamic life 
of service on our behalf. 

Mr. Edens died peacefully on Wednesday, February 11, 2009, at 
the age of 95. 
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McLeod Farm Offers Exceptional 
Agri-Tourism Experiences 


The McLeod Family Farm near McBee, SC, offers exciting, 
enjoyable and educational experiences for people of all ages 
throughout the year highlighted by a Strawberry Festival, a 
Peach Festival and a Pumpkin Festival. 

Agri-tourism opportunities in October and November include 
Maze Tours, Wagon Rides 
and Pumpkin Tours. 
During April and May the 
farm offers educational 
tours reaching four to 
six thousand students. 
Tours of the orchards 
are available during the 
summer months. 

Peaches are the signature fruit of McLeod Farms with 30 
varieties on 700 acres. Other crops grown and sold at their Farm 
Market include strawberries, blackberries, blueberries, sweet 
corn, squash, cucumbers, eggplant, bell peppers, okra, tomatoes, 
cantaloupes, watermelons, scuppernongs and muscadines. The 
farm is also widely known for its Antique Museum and Big’s 
Market and Restaurant. 

The Farm Market is located 4.5 miles south of McBee on 
highway 151. For more information about McLeod Farms call 
877-789-9252 or 843-335-8335. 


BEX 
Every Vote Counts McPhail Family 
Farm Barn In National FFA Finals 


A nineteenth century barn located on the Neil and Gwen 
McPhail Farm near Seneca, SC, in Oconee County, has been 
selected as one of the finalist for complete restoration and 
preservation by the National FFA Organization, the National 
FFA Alumni and Campbell Soup Company. 

The National FFA Organizations and Campbell Soup 
Company have identified 
ten (10) barns with a 
unique story and in need 
of preservation from 
throughout the nation. 

Five of the ten finalists 
will be chosen for 
complete restoration by 
Campbell Soup Company 
in concert with the FFA. The selection will be determined by 
the total number of votes cast by FFA members, advisors, other 
students, parents and all other friends of the FFA. 

Visit www.HelpGrowYourSoup.com and cast a vote daily for 
the McPhail Family Barn through January 5, 2010. Once you 
reach this link click on Community Projects and vote. Campbell 
Soup will contribute $1 to the National FFA for every vote cast 
up to $250,000. They have committed a total of $500,000 to 
make the Barn Preservation Project a reality. 

The McPhail Family Bar is unique to the South Carolina 
Agricultural Education family because Neil’s wife, Gwen, is an 
Agricultural Education instructor at West Oak High School near 
Westminster, SC, and their daughter, Meghan M. Wood, is the 
Agricultural Education instructor at Aiken High School, Aiken, 
SC. 


SC FFA President In 
Tournament of Roses Parade 


Kerry Lee Cox, president of the SC 
FFA Association of Latta, SC, is scheduled 
to participate in the Tournament of Roses 
Parade in Pasadena, California, on January 
1, 2010. 

Kerry Lee will join the National FFA 
officer team and state FFA officers from 
throughout the nation in accompanying the 
National RFD-TV Satellite Network Float. 
The float design will identify RFD-TV and 
the National FFA Organization. The imagery 
will support the FFA theme, “Leadership for 
a Growing Planet’. Design elements will 
position the FFA in its modern agricultural 
and education context. 

The FFA officers, on location for three days and two nights, will 
arrive in Pasadena on December 30 and depart January 1, 2010. The 
RFD-TV Network is providing funds for coordinating and administering 
FFA participation in the parade as a special project of the National FFA 
Foundation. 

Kerry Lee, the daughter of Keith and Sheryl Cox of Latta, SC, is a 
freshman at Francis Marion University. 


Bankston Served On National FFA 
Nominating Committee 


State FFA Vice President Emmanuel 
Bankston of Beaufort served on the 
Nominating Committee during the National 
FFA Convention in Indianapolis, Indiana, 
October 21-24, 2009. Emmanuel was one 
of nine state FFA officers from throughout 
the nation chosen by the 2008-09 National 
FFA Officer team for this challenging 
responsibility. 

A freshman at Clemson University, 
Emmanuel graduated from Battery Creek 
High School in Beaufort where he served as 
president of the Beaufort-Jasper ACE FFA Chapter. The son of Willie and 
Carolyn Huff of Beaufort, Emmanuel’s Agricultural Education instructor and 
FFA advisor is Robin Beasley, a member of the faculty at the Academy. 


Kerry Lee Cox 


Emmanuel Bankston 


Bollier Attends National 
AgriScience Academy 


Robert Bollier, a member of the faculty at 
Cheraw High School, was one of 18 Agricultural 
Education teachers from throughout the nation to 
participate in the National Agriscience Teacher 
Ambassador Academy in Chestertown, Maryland, 
July 12-17, 2009. 

The Agriscience Academy, a professional 
development program designed to prepare 
agricultural education instructors to incorporate 
more science into their existing curriculum while 
making learning more enjoyable and challenging, 
is sponsored by DuPont and conducted at the 
company’s Chesapeake Farms as a special project 
of the National FFA Foundation. 


Robert Bollier 


Barnwell FFA Member Wins Big 
In National Team Roping Finals 


Barnwell County 
FFA member 
Jaret Nobles and 
his father, Jade 
Nobles, were 
awarded $33,000 
and two buckles 
as the fourth-place 
winner in the US 
Team Roping 
Championship 
Finals held in 
Oklahoma City, 
Oklahoma, November 1, 2009. The US Team Roping 
Championship event is the nation’s largest membership 
organization serving the sport of team roping. 

Jaret qualified for the National High School Rodeo 
Finals this summer. An active member of the South 
Carolina High School Rodeo Association, he is sponsored 
by Fastback Ropes Company. 

The son of Jade and Pam Nobles of Barnwell, Jaret is 
a junior at Barnwell High School and an active member 
of the Barnwell County Career Center FFA Chapter. His 
FFA advisor is Mindy Sandifer, Agricultural Education 
instructor at the Center. 


Dacusville Middle School 
FFA Dog Show 


A number 
of Dacusville 
Middle School 
FFA members 
participated in 
their annual 
Dog Show at the 
school on October 
29, 2009 

Winners in the 
competition were: Kia Parker and Hershey-1* place in 
Sporting and Non-Sporting; Jacy Lewis and Cowboy-Ist 
place in Purebred Herding and Working; Brittany Malone 
and Luke-|“ place in Mixed Breed Group and Best in 
Show; Kendra Nix and Payton-1* place Purebred Terrier 
and Toy Group; and Evan Gaston and Daisy-1* place 
Purebred Hound Group. 

Best Halloween Costume finalists in the show were 
Hope McCall and Rascal-1* place; Kia Parker and 
Hershey-2™ place; Nicole Tripp and Payton-3" place; 
Kimberly Clardy and Gizmo-4" place; and Aubrey Emery 
and Gus-5" place. 

Emily Hendrix and Jackson took the Cutest Dog title 
and Megan Garner and Howie claimed the Most Talented 
Dog honors in the show. 

Amy New, Agricultural Education instructor at the 
school, said the show provides students an opportunity to 
enter their dogs in competition as a part of their hands-on 
experience in the Small Animal Care course. 
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A record attendance of more than 1500 FFA members attended 
the SC FFA Recognition Ceremony at the State Fair, Thursday, 
October 15, 2009. 

Program participants included: Nancy Smith, Assistant General 
Manager, SC State Fair; Dr. Tom Dobbins, superintendent of 
Livestock Department at the Fair and Program Coordinator 
for Agricultural Education at Clemson University; State FFA 
Officers Kerry Lee Cox and Kelsey Bridges; Vonne Baker, State 
Coordinator, Ag in the Classroom, SC Farm Bureau Federation; 
and Ben Teal, Clemson University Collegiate FFA officer. , 

Aiken High School and Marion County Technical Education 4 
Center FFA members and advisors Meghan Wood and Linwood 
Chestnut were recognized for contributing the mums to decorate 
he Livestock Arena. 


State FFA 
Officers 
Kelsey Bridges 
(left) and 
Kerry Lee Cox 


Marion FFA 
advisor and 


Aiken FFA 
advisor and 


members members 


contribute contribute 
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MLNS CO 
decorate the 


Livestock 
Arena at the 
State Fair 


decorate the 
State Fair 
B Livestock Arena 
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Clemson Collegiate 
FFA officers 
Waylon Priester 
(left), Ben Teal 
(in cab), Thomas 
Chaplin and Adam 
Gore explore the 
SC Farm Bureau Ag 
Simulator 


Clemson University student Wesley Robinson (second 
Jrom left), received a $2000 scholarship from the 
SC Farm Bureau for his success in the Junior Dairy 
competition. Pictured with him is Dr. Tom Dobbins 
(left); Rick Doran, a Farm Bureau official, and Gary 
Goodman, General Manager of the State Fair. 


Si SOUTH CAROLINA 
Cory Watt, t wy ay 
; eo a 


Pendleton FFA 
member Neely 
Morgan (left); 
Dr. Tom Dobbins; 
Judge Clint Rusk; 
Lindsey Dobbins 
with Premier 
Exhibitor banner; 
and Savannah 
Gambrell holding 
the champion 
Simmental animal. 


is 


president of the 
Crescent FFA 
Chapter, is serving 
as president 
of the South 
Carolina Junior 
Angus and the 
Junior Hereford 
Associations. 


We all know that agriculture is an important part of South Carolina's ASSOCIATE DEGREES: 


heritage. But did you know that agriculture-based businesses play a - A.S., Agriculture Education Transfer Option 
critical and expanding role in the growth of the state’s economy? » A.A.S., Major in Horticulture Technology 
- A.S., Horticulture and/or Turfgrass, Clemson Transfer 


What does all this mean for you? It means that getting an education - A.A.S., Major in General Technology 
in agriculture from Piedmont Technical College can give you the 

right foundation to be a part of one of the most promising fields in CERTIFICATES: 

the state. Our Agriculture and Horticulture Technology programs + Basic Agriculture 

provide extensive hands-on training and real-world experience in - Advanced Agriculture 

the field. And if you want to continue your education, our transfer + Horticulture Landscape Management 
agreements with Clemson University ensure that your work here 


plants the seed for future success. 


aiTL'l)| { N | 
Take the next step today! | IEDMON 


(@NEMMM AG: (864)445-3144 or HORT: (864)941-8671 PETE ; 
| ‘ek Dig q 4 f | 

CLICK www.ptc.edu/agriculture or www.ptc.edu/horticulture Tec nn cal C O | e g Z 
MENS AG: bland.h@ptc.edu or HORT: bledsoe.m@ptc.edu Your goal s. Our mission. 
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Not Everyone 
is Suited for a 


Desk Job. 


New Wildlife Management Program 


The Wildlife Management curriculum is 
designed to prepare students for entry 
into ‘the field of developing, “conserving 
and managing wildlife resources, Students 
will ait at understending, vor) the 
principles and| Gevelop competence anythie 
production, Ne oe con eerles ee 

wildlife resources) Students) will/Si56 learn. 

to Communicate and) deall effectively with 

ihe public Grediates’ should quality as 

WIGITE management technicians with — 
State end| fedéral agencies and! private 
enterprises jnvolyedin natural) Tesource 

Management. 


the Golf & Sports Turf Management 
Program has been enhanced. 


Boge 


HG offers the only two-year Golf and 
Sports lurf Manegement programin South 
Carolina, and has been ranked es one of 
the top three two-year Golf Course 
Management schools in the U:S.! Gourse 
Masta ute er » study includes hands-on instruction at 
en ee eee eee = Quail Creek Golf Club, adjacent to the 


z. Oy eee as —Coriway Campus. 
HORRY- GEORGETOWN : 
TECHNICAL COLLEGE ~ (843) 349-5277 | www.hgtc.edu 
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Agriculture, Forestry and Life Sciences 


Offering Careers for Life! 


Agriculture Undeclared 
Agricultural Economics 
Agricultural Education 

Ag Mech & Business 

Animal & Veterinary Sciences 
Biochemistry 

Biological Sciences (BA & BS) 
Biosystems Engineering 
Community & Economic Development 
Environmental & Natural Resources 
Food Science & Human Nutrition 
Forest Resource Management 
Genetics 

Horticulture 

Microbiology 

Packaging Science 

Pre-Pharmacy 

Pre-Professional Health Studies 
Pre-Rehabilitation Sciences 
Turfgrass 

Wildlife & Fisheries Biology 


888-472-LIFE 


www.clemson.edu/cafls 


For more information, contact: 
Katie Hulse 

101 Barre Hall 

Clemson, SC 29634-0303 


hulse@clemson.edu 
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‘some just grow up 
loving the land. 


Renee We'll b be here for them. 


n 


No one understands the challenges 
farmers b 1 | no one is more motivat 
make those dreams come true. We've been financing rural / 
90 years and we'll be here when it's their time. 


~, 
s and dreams of America's future > F a A | R | iM. CR ak RE | DIT IT 


Loans for Agriculture and a whole lot more. 


les, or even buying a home, 


Whether it’s land, barns, equipment, vehic 
we know where to begin. Call us; we're the 


_ SC farmers work hard for their money. 
We work hard for SC farmers. 


For over 60 years, we’ve helped our members 


4 
with a more-than-effective voice in government, sofemBteaiaaenteh nee iS 
award-winning educational programs and cars reel ncn txpupoes Tey may be deciles Ver DSSS 


Annual dues vary by county (no more than $40). 


outstanding value-added member benefits. oon aaa ere) See pot Bhai va 


We're all about agriculture. Won't you join us? www.SCFB.org ° 1-866-FB-Member 


